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It was also the most westernized of Russian cities. Moscow was different, and by tradition Russian to the core. From the graceful Italian and French palaces on the borders of the Neva the new rulers of Russia moved into the somber medieval splendor of the Kremlin, filled with the memories of the darkest age of Russian absolutism. It is not impossible—although, perhaps, not very plausible—that these gloomy semi-Asiatic surroundings had some effect upon the subsequent evolution of the doctrine and practice of Marxism-Leninism and have in some degree influenced the growth of that peculiar Byzan-tinism which may be regarded as a characteristic of the second Moscow period of Russian history.
THE INEVITABILITY" OF BOLSHEVISM
A question that naturally arises in the mind of the student of the Russian revolution is whether the advent of Bolshevism could have been prevented. Like all broad historical generalizations, this question does not admit of a clear-cut, simple, and decisive answer. The intrinsic quality of the Bolshevik doctrine and the efficacy of party organization do not explain the triumph of Bolshevism. It is not open to doubt that the basic theories of Marxism-Leninism—the doom of capitalist society and the inevitability of the international socialist revolution— were not in agreement with the facts of the historical period about which Lenin was thinking. Nor is it obvious that these theories, even if they were true, would have won him a large following in an illiterate, backward, agricultural country such as Russia in 1917. The Bolshevik Party, like other Russian parties, was by no means of one mind. Contrary to the legend,13 the authority of Lenin within the party was not supreme, and each major decision had to be fought out against a stubborn and unyielding opposition. To state these seemingly un-controversial facts is not to minimize Lenin's preeminent part in the revolution. His devotion to the cause, singleness of purpose, ruthless-ness, and above all his uncanny ability to draw—although by no means always—correct practical conclusions from often wrong or nebulous premises were essential elements in the. victory of Bolshevism. A number of Lenin's grave and even ridiculous errors of judgment have been noted in these pages. His greatest contribution to the success of the Bolshevik revolution was the recognition of the
13 ^Lenin and the party, the man and the instrument, were now [after the October revolution] indissolubly one." E. H. Carr, The Bolshevik Revolution, I, 99.

